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Chapter-1
“Sanskrit _ literature _of  Gujarat befor
independence”

Chapter- 1

1. Background

Creation of various literatures in Sanskrit has being made since

Vedas time but thoughtful and critical literature had been created, on
that whole literature, during 19" century because first time, western
writers were made familiar with Sanskrit literature in 19" century. After
this practice, they studied Vedas as well as classical Sanskrit literature
explosively and critically. They evaluated that work and presented rtheir
o_pinions and conclusions critically ie the form of independent research
work. Those volumes had produced far reaching effects in the whole
Sanskrit literature study. Some impressive volumes are like (1) Ancient
Indian Literature (1860, Mc Muller) (2) Indian literature (1878, Weber)
(3) History of Sanskrit Literature (1900, Arthur Mc Donald) (4) Classical
Sanskrit Literature (1900, A.B. Keith) (5) Indian Literature and Culture
(1903, Shredder) etc. Such many volumes were being written from

middle age of 18" century to 20" century.

Perhaps, Indian Scholars also wrote many volumes expounding
History of Sanskrit literature in English and Hindi language on the basis
of above stated volumes. During this period, so many books reviewing
Sanskrit literature were written and published in other Indian regional
languages like Guijarati, Marathi, Bengali and Telugu. Among them
some important books were ‘History of Sanskrit Language’ written by

Hansraj Agarwal in 1951 and published in two parts and then ‘Sanskrit

Literature Vimarsha' was written by Pandit Dvijendranath Shastri.
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(V.C.of Vrindavan Gurukul) in 1956. Both books were in Sanskrit
language. Thus, during one and a half century, not only many volumes,
evaluating Sanskrit literature, were published in India and in foreign
countries but also such manuscripts were published time by time by
institutions dedicated to Sanskrit Language. It is remarkable that among
all those books, related to History of Sanskrit language, ohly Panditraj
Jagannath, means creation during 16™ century, only had been remarked
where as works of poets after 16™ century is found limited and in some
of books. Those History books have given meaning of History of
Sanskrit literature such as Sanskrit ‘Literature was created only till 16™

century.’

Detailed note of Sanskrit literature created after 16" century is not

found in well known published history books.

Sanskrit language had been created after 16" century also, but
reviews of new Sanskrit volumes were being published in current
famous magazines of that time like ‘Hindu’ (Madras), Kesari (Pune),
‘Amrit Bazar Patrika’ (Calcutta) etc. But spreading of those magazines
was limited and reviews were known by some limited people so review
of such volumes could be spread within that region and limited for few
scholars of Sanskrit language. Such condition was seen all over India
and her various regions. So Sanskrit literature remained limited for that
region and few scholars of other regions could be benefiited. As a
result, Sanskrit literature, created in different regions of India, could not

be propagated all over the country.

Generally information related to any book can be attained in
library. There is a separate section consisted of Sanskrit books in all
libraries in which original books such as Ramayana, Mahabharata,
Vedas, Upnishadas, Shastras, Smrities, Religious books, Puranas and
books written by Kalidas, Bhas, Bharavi and lastly Jagannath are found.

Some books are available with their new editions and also criticisms but
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it is shocking matter that in such rich libraries, modern books in Sanskrit
language are hardly found. They are not available in large mass. Only
famous books are found strayed. This is the situation of the whole
country. The whole collection of books on Sanskrit literature is not

systematically stored in any library of our country.

Some well known, famous and intelligent scholars of Sanskrit
study only ancient books due to ego or loyalty to tradition. They are not
even eager to observe modern Sanskrit books for a single time. Due to
such reasons, Sanskrit literature is mostly neglected after sixteenth
century. Some time even buyers of published volumes are not found. Its
readers are little and so publishers fear for publishing new books. In

passage of time, Sanskrit literature is gradually being vanished or lost.

Today, most of our intellectual and educated mass has not
knowledge of Sanskrit language. Intelligent people, famous authors,
authorities, young boys and girls believing in so called modernized,
journalists, factors having disgust and opposing mentality etc are
included in this mass. They don’t know that same Sanskrit literature is
created in various areas of our country as it was created in past ancient
Sanskrit volumes. They propagated that now Sanskrit language is not
useful. Sanskrit language is dead. They also write whatever they think.
Large mass of society read them and follow their thoughts, so negative

voice is heard in society that Sanskrit is a useless language.

People, who know about modern Sanskrit literature also condemn
or neglect Sanskrit due to some reasons. On other hand, people who
don’'t know about Sanskrit always propagate that today Sanskrit
language is not alive. As a result of this, as a language, Sanskrit is

found gradually vanished.

Sanskrit language is a living language even today and will be in

future. It will be convicted in ‘History of Modern Sanskrit Literature’




written by Dr Shridhar Bhaskar Vanekar and translated by Ananthray J.
Raval and Vijya S. Lele. Detail information of published or unpublished
creation in Sanskrit language from seventeenth to twentieth century in
India is given in this volume. Author has considered two parts of
‘modern’ age (i) First liver before 1857 is considered as earlier time and
(2) time period after 1857 is considered as modern time. Main
peculiarity of this volume is detail information of modern Sanskrit
literature and also modern Sanskrit literature created in various regions

of India which is available here.

‘History of Modern Sanskrit literature’ is published by Maharaja
Sayajirava University, Baroda in 1992 which is available even today.
This volume has two sections: Earlier half and later half. There are 31
chapters in this volume in which 27 chapters are consisted of creation in
earlier half and four for later half. Last 31 chapter is related to
conclusion. The volume was criginally written in Marathi language and it
was translated into Gujarati by great efforts. Detail information of
different kinds of Sanskrit language such as poem, epic, drama, Hyman
poem and Champoo poems etc is available in this book. Beside this,
elaborate discussion of new topics like contribution of magazines and

religious Ashramas is also made in this book.

Actually this volume was in the form of a thesis, prepared for
degree of D. Lit.,, written by the researcher, but in present, such
information is not available and this book was felt more useful for
modern Sanskrit literature so its translated edition was published. It is
important thing that the author had written his original book in Sanskrit
language but no publisher was ready to publish it so the author himself
had made necessary changes in Sanskrit book and prepared it in
Marathi language. Discussion of entire new subjects like sentiment of

laughter and ‘nationalism’ is also made in this book. In this way, it must




